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ASHTON HATCHERY

ABSTRACT

The requirenents of the Ashton Fish Hatchery for the Idaho Fish
and Gane Departnment are to raise fingerling rainbow, brook, brown and
cutthroat trout for six counties nainly in Region 6. A few rai nbow
catchables are also raised for early spring planting in year round
wat er s.

Most all of the other rainbow catchables are transplanted in
from Hager man and Nanpa hatcheri es.

Aut hor

Ted Packard
Fi sh Hatchery Superintendent |



OBJECTI VES

The objectives of the Ashton Fish Hatchery are to rai se 300, 000
brown trout to a size of three to four inches. They will be used to
stock Camas Creek and Wl low Creek with the remainder stocked where
al l ocated out each year. It is also to raise 700,000 cutthroat trout
to be planted each fall in Henrys Lake. These fish are usually grown
to three or four inches. Another objective is to incubate and culture
500, 000 rai nbow eggs and raise fish to an approxi mate size of two to
four inches. These fish are planted in dry beds, sloughs and springs
in the Lorenzo area south of Rexburg. Sand Creek refuge ponds and
Ririe Reservoir also receive their allotnents each year

Asht on Hat chery has been hol ding over fifty to sixty thousand
rai nbow catchables to be planted in areas around the hatchery. These
areas are open to year-round fishing starting in the early spring.
This allows a few fish to be harvested for those people who never
give up, no matter what the weather. It also helps the public relations
in this area.

Each year we have been receiving a few grayling eggs from Womni ng
These eggs are hatched out in jars and planted in Horseshoe Lake in
Frenmont County. Sone were al so shipped to the Miullan Hatchery this
year to be stocked in Region 1.

W al so have the objective to work with the residents and sportsnen
in the area to enhance ideas of the Departnent and to inprove public
rel ati ons.



| NTRODUCT! ON

The Ashton Hatchery is |located in Frenont County, one nile
south and one mle west of the town of Ashton. |t has an el evation
of 5,260 feet above sea | evel.

Water is received fromBlack Springs. It has a flow of six
cfs and a tenperature of fifty degrees.

There are eight fingerling raceways three feet wi de by sixty
feet long and four | arge raceways seven feet w de by two hundred
feet |ong.

The hatchery building contains a work shop, feed room office
an incubator roomand twel ve hatchery vats. Approximtely 2,000, 000
eggs can be incubated at one tinme and the hatchery vats can handl e
up to 800,000 fry for a short time before thinning dowmn to approxi-
mat el y 360, 000 two-inch fish.

FI SH PRODUCTI ON

This year our production was as foll ows:

Lengt h Fi sh Pounds

Rai nbow cat chabl e 6 + 67,073 12, 300
Rai nbow fingerling 3-6 101, 440 3,875
Rai nbow fry 03 358, 980 2, 065
Cutthroat fry 0'-3 393, 208 428
Brown fingerling 3-6 98, 588 606
Brown fry 0"-3" 330, 462 950
Brook Assinica fingerling 3"-6 3,355 61
Brook Temiscanie fingerling 3-6 17, 160 130
Cutthroat & rainbow hybrid fry 0"-3" 16, 200 6
Gayling fry o" + 20, 000 1
TOTAL 1, 406, 466 20, 422

The wei ght of fish raised this year is down from previous years
because of changing to fingerling production and al so because of planting

fish out early to prepare for pond construction.



FI SH FEED USED

Four hundred fifty pounds of O egon noist food was used to start
fry feeding and 20, 700 pounds of dry feed was fed for a grand tota
of 21,150 pounds food fed. This created a conversion of 1.4. The

cost of food for the year was $4, 145. 07.

FI SH DI SEASES

Bacterial GIl, Hexamita and Strawberry di seases are the nain
di seases of the Ashton Hatchery. These are usually controlled by
chemni cal s but never cured.

Al ong with over-crowding of the ponds, the water volune is so
| ow we have a slow turnover in the ponds. This creates the opportunity
for diseases to start.

FI SH STOCKI NG | N AREA

Usual ly by spring the hatchery ponds are pretty crowded. W
are able to plant fish in Lorenzo area springs that have constant
wat er tenperatures and thus alleviate our crowded conditions. CQur
pl anting catal ogue has an alloted planting tinme for this usually in
March and April. W are then able to hold remaining fish and pl ant
t hem duri ng sunmer nonths.



STATI ON | MPROVEMENTS

This past Septenber fish were planted and transferred to other
hatcheries to all ow ponds to be dried up for construction.

Qur spring pond has been a source of algae and silt for nmany
years causi ng undue | abor and tine. Many eggs have been snothered
and fry have contracted G Il di sease because of these conditions.
This year the pond has been filled in with gravel and dirt to
alleviate this problem The springs were capped and water was piped
down to a nain control box going to the raceways and hatchery buil d-
ing. We are currently just finishing the project which has been
done under severe weather conditions by our own construction crew.

The construction crew will have to conme back next spring and
finish the project. As it |ooks now, we have about the same anount
of water or nmaybe a little nmore. It has taken about 30,000 yards of
gravel and dirt to fill in the pond. There will have to be nore fil
put in this spring when the weat her warns up.

The top sections of our large raceways were divided. This will
give us nore small ponds to put our different species of fish in and
make control over them easier

A new garage, which has been needed for years, was built onto
resi dence nunber two by hatchery personnel



M SCELLANEQUS ACTI VI TI ES

Ashton Hatchery is just off the main route to Yell owstone Park.
We, therefore, have a |l ot of hatchery visitors conming in during sum
mer nonths. Mst people are satisfied with the establishnment and

feel the departnment is doing a good job stocking this area.

We have a few native residents that are discouraged by the fill-
ing in of the hatchery pond. They felt it enhanced the beauty of the
hat chery setting because it was al ways visited by ducks and swans.
During the winter nonths noose, at tinmes, could even be seen by the
ponds.

HATCHERY PERSONNEL

The Ashton Hatchery is run by two pernanent personnel. Usually
a CETA worker or departnent aid is given to help care for |awns
and fish stocking during the sunmer nonths.

RECOMVENDATI ONS

The donestic water tank should be taken fromresi dence nunber two
and installed in a small building outside. This would make it easier
to work on and woul d be better in case of a fire in any hatchery buil ding.

Future plans should call for catching the springs on the east side
of the creek and piping themto two small raceways on the creek bank by
t he hat chery buil di ng.

Next spring, land has to be |level ed out where the pond was. To
enhance the beauty of the area, shrubbery or sonething should be planted.

The settling ponds will have to be dredged next spring



